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rebels get
private aid

Bv ALFONSO CHARDY.
Herald Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Nicaraguan
insurgents and their supporters
have collected millions of dollars
in cash and other aid from private
sources in the United States,
Reagan administration and con-
gressional sources say.
. Over the last six to eight
months, groups and individuals
have provided bundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in cash as well as
untold millions in military-related
equipment, medical supplies and
clothes, according to the sources,
who have access to classified data.
Together with arms, ammuni-
tion and additional aid supplied by
foreign sources — among them
the governments of Israel, Argen-
tina and Honduras — the US.-
backed rebels are believed to have
collected $15 million to $206 mil-
lion this vear and thus no longer
desperately need CIA covert aid,
the sources noted. )
Congress has refused to approve
President Reagan's supplemental
$21 million request for the rebels
this fiscal year. :
The deaths in Nicaragua Sept |
of two
Americens from Alabams-based Qyvilian
Militzry Assistznce (CMA), one of the
groups that hes provided aid, have drawa
sttention to the private support organiza-
tions £r.2 Individuels who are helping to
fill the f{inencis! gep for the rebelc
Whe ere the rebels these Amcricans
¢-¢ curporting? Their movement dates to
the scizure of power in Nicarague in 1878
b the Marxist-oriented Sandinistes, who
ousted President Anastasio Somozz iz &
tizsdy revolution. The Resgan adminis.
rztien, which took office In 18tl,

exrrezred feers that the mew Managus.

-awrrment was  teking  the Centrel
/.mirico T country into the Soviet orbit —
vtk Cvten help — &nd begen encourag-
ine oppcrition ectivities,

The Sendinistes dubbed their {oes
¢ ecincionarios  (counterrevolu-
...... ¢nd the term, shortezed to
“contre:,” hes become a generic neme for
all the anti-Sendinista guerrillas,

Tr-o izciutc not only the 12000 to
15,020 members of the Hondures-besed

Nizerecutn Democretdc Force (FDN) lni-
tielly orpenized and funded by the CIA,
but scverel thousend In Costs Rica as
“well, most of whom have been fighting
under the bezrer of the Democratic
Revoluticnery Allience, known by the
Sperish acronym ARDE.

Now Reagen's opponents {n Congress,

. during a vislt to Mizmi It

CONTLIaEEd &LOLL Pl iul ViolhLull U
roit the ClA [DXY DEVE PDIEYCS Ik
encouraging private orgenizetions and
individuals in the United States to provide
aid to the rebels. They &lso say thet if the
CIA or any other government agency of
representative prompted the outside belp,
the sction probably violated the intent of
legislation that prohlbits the administra-
tion from spending more then. the $24
million Congress authorized for this fiscal

ye&'l{he private aid is coming from &
multitude of sources and includes funds
pot only for the contras but also money
and other assistance for Nicaraguan
refugees.

The following fund-ralsing groups have
been identified by Congressional sources,
the rebels, public pronouncements by the
groups themselves and others familiar
with the aid programs:

@ The CMA. Headquartered in Hunts-
ville, Ala., the organization has become &
rebel source of military advice &nd supply.
Tom Posey of Decatur, Als., one of its
leaders and organizers, szid the group has
collected $10,000-$15,000 in cesh and
nearly $70,000 in clothes, food and
medical equipment, all of it obtzined from
CMA members and private individuels.

Besides “humanitarian” assistance, Po-
sey sald, CMA advisers bave trained
rebels this year in parachuting, perimeter
defense and cleaning and use of wesapons.

® The Nicaraguan Patriotic Assocla-
tion. Based in Houston and directly
affillated with the FDN guerrillas, it has
collected $500,000 in ald apd helps
provide daily food for seven. Nicaraguan
refugee camps b Honduras, according to
FDN representative Juan Sacasa.

e The Christlan Broadcasting Net.
work. Sacasa said the Protestant evangeli-
cal organization with a nationwide cable -
television operation has collected about $£3
million for Nicaraguan refugees under an
agreement with the Nicaraguen Patriotic

Association.

e Nicarsguzn exlles and Cuben-Armer-
fcans In Miami. Cuban exile doctors led by
Dr. Manuel Alzugaray, a Mieml orthope-
dic surgeon, regularly trave! to rebel
cemps in Centrel Americe. At one point,
Alzugaray orgenized & cherter flight from
NMiami for six tons of medicel supplies.

A rebel military commsnder who cells
himself *“Comsandante Kack' szid thet

June bLe
obtained five peirs of binoculers, 100
olive-green caps &nd & U.S. Army curp.us
mine detector, all donstes by the Freeizz
Fighters, & Cubsn exile group thel
supports the rebels. ,

A month later, the FDN placed quar-
ter-page ads in mejor AmMCIiciT DEWI]-
pers, including The Hercly, cebing thot
contributions be sent to the Humean
Development Foundation; Inc., a Panama-
registered orgenization formed &5 e
vehicle to channel the escisiznce, Devid
Raskosky, a Mizml businessmean, helped
coordinate the drive.

e Soldier of Fortune mz;zrine. The
Boulder, Colo., publicatior szic that since
last November its Ceptre' Americen
Detense Fund has collected ebout $2,400
in cesh for the rebels,

Executive Editor Dale Dye said the

t.,.(’:.‘, -
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WLl y ’Liedt woiund far Centrel Ameri-
cs.
He sald 2,200 pounds of meteriz] sent
by readers - responding to appezls
published in the magezine — included 396
peirs of uniform trousers, 281 uniform
shirts, 95 peirs of combat boots, &3
T-shirts (some bezaring the Soldler of
Fortune logo), 256 pairs of socks, 49
camouflage jeckets and 110 pounds of
weapons-cleaning gear.

@ The Veterans of Forelgn Wars. Only
limited help has come from the 1.9 million
member VFW. At its 1983 convention in
New Orleans, the organization approved a
resolution calling on its membership to
help the insurgents.

Washington VFW spokesman Ronald
Duchin said members to date had contrib-
uted $2,039. He said the VFW turned the
money over to the conservative Washing-
ton-based American Security Council
which passed it on to the Internstional
Red Cross for distribution to the rebels.

o The Shoebox for Liberty Project.
Louisiana state representative Louis
“Woody” Jenkins runs the project. He
says it has collected and sent to Nicara-
guen refugees about 3,000 shoe boxes
filled with such goods as beans, rice.
toothpaste, soep, socks, fishing lines 2nd
candles. A Louisiana Air National Guard
C-130 transport plane ferried one ship-
ment but Jenkins sald a question of
legality had helted further shipments on
militery planes.

¢ Weulthy Individuals and companiez.
Congressional sources said thet weglthy
individuzals across the United Statec zre
belleved to heve contributed hegvily t¢
the insurgent cause, encouraged in pert by
rebel leaders touring the country. Anc
rebel leaders themselves sey unnsmel
Americgn corporations are contributing to
their cause.

FDN spohecmep Bosco Matemoros sui<
these tours, Ly severel of the group's
leaders including FDN chief Adollo Cel-
ero, heve m<t with 2 “favorable” re
sponse, “It Lzt besn so fevorable,” b:
added, “thet vre have been able to
continue cpereting at the levels at whick
we were opirating before, end with the
independent eid we heve expanded our
force strength zrd area of operations.”

Celero’s brothor hiario, the FDN repre-

sentative in New. Orlezus, told reporters

last week thet soverz! well-known U.S.
cerporctions hoive cooinmbuled to the
effort.

“We've been fetiing &i¢ from privete

enterpriss, privett individucls, Letin cour:-
tries and governments,” szid Calero. K.
would not reme the Amerizen compenicr
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that have tontributed. “You can you
were told companies of great 2 in
the United States have helped,” he said.

o The rebels themselves. The Nicara-

Democratic Force and the ARDE
both have networks throughout the
United States with representatives in
Miami, Los Angeles, Houston, New York,
New Orleans and other cities.

Matamoros confirmed that the FDN
“currently recelves no direct or indirect
ald from -the US. government,” and
suggested that the rebels had no regrets,
because “we realize that we cannot
depend on the will of a single
country for our efforts.”

Rebel sources also szy, however, that
although private aid from the United
States has been important, it has not
matched the assistance being received
from foreign sources. A senjor FDN leader
recently characterized U.S. donations as
odds and ends that “‘are mare trouble than
they are worth” but, nevertheless, highly
appreciated. _ :

Congressional sources said the CIA
advised congressional intelligence com-
mittees several weeks ggo that the rebels
were seeking ald outside the agency to
compensate for the expected loss of covert
U.S. government assistence. The sources
said the House and Senate intelligence
oversight committees have since been
pressing the ClA for a full accounting af
the rebels’ alternate sources of supptly.

So {ar, however, the CIA hgs declines
to provide the inform:ton, meintzining
thct it pow has little or no control over
rebel sctivites: ““They heve told us thet ¢s
lorg es we don't pay the contras, then we
bzve no control over their sctiong,™ &
congressional source seid. “They cite thi:
problem 2c¢ & form of pressure on th¢
Coagress to resume covert aid to the
contres so that we can regain control of
their activities.” -

Despite the end of covert financing, the
sources said, CIA officials in Honduras
contpue to meet with and advise the
rebels. They said the CIA maintains that
these actlvitles do not violate the ban on
additonal ald since CIA salaries do not
come from the $24 million fund approved
for the rebels this year.

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y.,
vice chalrman of the Republican-con-
trolled Senate Intelligence Committee, has
asked the State Department to investigate
possible violations of the Neutrality Act
and has instructed the committee staff to
determine whether the congressional bsn
on supplemental aid was broken.

The Justice Department and the FBI
indicated they may be conducting similar
peutrality law investigations, and the
State  Department said it asked the
Customs Service to look into possible
“willful violations” of arms export con-
trol laws by private groups helping the
rebels.

However, administration officials ob-
served that it is difficult to prove or
prosecute neutrality law cases unless it is
fully established that someone was smug-
gling weapons or consplring to invade or
overthrow a foreign government from
U.S. soil.

The officials &also noted that the
Nicaraguan rebels are only one side of the
insurgent &id coin, citing. more than
$150,000 raised last year in the United
States by so-called solidarity groups
helping the leftist guerrilles in El Salve-
dor.

Thus fer, the administration mainteins
that the Nicareguan rebels rzised the
outside aid totelly on thelr own. Opposi-
tion sources, however, believe there are
clear indications that the administration
directly or indirectly encoureged snd
fecilitated the supply of private aid.

Congressionel sources szid thet in some
ceses the Centrel Intellipence Agency
conveniently looked the other wey when
the U.S.-supported guerrillas sought assis-
tzoce and thet U.S. military aircraft
secretly airlifted some of the private aid to
the rebels.
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Who Has Eelped the Ceatras

CIA
'Cash value: $62.5 million.

Typs of ald: Bslieved to have provided
unknown number of C-47 transport
planes, helicopters and weapons, and to
have spent “liberally’ on the contras
betore Congress prohibited such
spending last year.

ARGENTINA

Cach velue: $10 million.

Type of ald: Military equipment,
primarity firearms and ammunltion,
transferred through the Honduran
government. .

: ISRAEL

Czch value: $4 million to $5 million.

Type of gid: Unknown number of
Soviet- and Chinese-made weapons
believed ceptured in Lebanon from
Pelessinian guerrillas, plus cash payments
thet help contras meet $800,000 monthly
peyroil. :

HONDURAS
Ceat veluc: Unknown, .
Typ< of gid: Primarily cash infuslons

the contras use to meet their payroll and
purchase weapons abroad. Also may have
provided help in transporting equipment
to Nicaraguan border.

CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE

Cash value: Approximately $80,000.

Type of akl: $10,000 10 $15,000In
cash and about $70,000 in clothes, food
and medical equipment.

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE
Cash value: Unknown.

Type of aid: $2,400 in cash and 2t least

2,200 pounds of uniforms, combat boots,
weapons-cleaning gear and other
supplies. Claims to have sent 20 tons of
medical supplies worth $4.2 million to
Nicaraguan contras end Salvadoran
armed forces, but could not provide
breakdown of how much went to each.

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
Cash value: $2,038.
Type of ald: Money collected from
members. '

CUBAN AMERICANS IK MLAKI
Cesh value: At least $320,000.
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Type of ald: Cuban exile doctors
regularly travel to rebel camps to treat
wounded contras and take medical
supplies donated by Miami doctors and
hospltals. Additionalty, Brigade 2506 Bay
of Pigs Veterans Assoclation claims to
have sent medical supplies and
equipment worth $200,000. .
Representatives of one rebe! group say
Cuban exiles gave his organization two

~ used helicopters worth $120,000.

NICARAGUAN EXILES
Cash value: $500,000.
Type of aid: Clothes and cash donated
to U.S. offices of Nicaraguan exile groups.

OTHER GROUPS

Cash value: At least $3 million.

Type of ald: Christian Broadcasting
Network, a Protestant evangelical -
organization with a nationwide cable
television operation, has collected about
$3 million for Nicaraguan retugees.
Additionally, “*‘wealthy Americans” and
corporations are belleved to have made

&n unknown number of personal
contributions.
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Guerrillas of the Nicaraguan Democreatic Force stand at ease in staging aree in northern
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REPORTED TO RALSE
MILLIONS IN GIFTS

MONEY IS DONATED IN USS.

—_————

Funds, Put at $10 Million, Are‘
Also Said to Come From
Foreign Goveynments

R
- .
By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Tiroes ’

WASHINGTON, Sept 8 — Nicara-
guan rebels have raised more than $10
rillion dollars in the last six months
from private corporations and individ-
uals in the United States and from for-
eign governments, including Israel,
Argentina, Venezuela, Guatemaln.and
Taiwan, according to Reagan Adminis-
tration officials and rebel leaders.

Each of the foreign governments has

"denied any involvement with the
rebels.

“We're raising more than $1.5 mil-
lion a month, muchof it donated by pri<
vate Americans and corporations, in<
cluding some large, well-known com-
panies,” one rebel leader, Mario’
Calero Portocarrero, said in an inter-
view this week. He and the other
sources declined to identify any of the:
individuals or copporations. - o

- Rebel Activities Continue

The money has enabled the main
rebel group, the Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Force, to continue its military
activities despite reduced support from
the Central Intelligence Agency, rebel
Jeaders said. : : N

In 1983, according to the State De-
parument, Soviet_bloc countries sent
Nicaragua $100 -million in miltary
‘assistance, most in the form of weap-
‘ons, including tanks and antiaircraft

Nicaraguan rebel leaders said many
ptivate American supporters have ex-
pressed concern about” Soviet and
Cuban activities in Central America
and have offered money to help offset
outside support of the Sandinistas. :

Advice From the C.LA.

. The tioney has been funneled to the
‘rebels throtigh a series of foundations
and forsign-based corporations, som
of which collect money for humanitar.
jan aid to [€fugees, so that it cannot
traced back o the donors, the Amer-
ican Gfficials and rebel leaders said.
AdministFation officials said. th
"C.1I.A. had advised the rebels about
their fund-Faising efforts but had not
solicitéd funds for them in the United
States ¢+ abroad and had not contrib-
—

Continued on Page 14, Column 5

' ernments that are at peace with the

' tween Washington and Managua have

from United States foreign aid pro-

Anti-Sandinistas Reported to Get;
- More Than $10 Million in Gifts

.- Continued From Pagel

uted any money itself beyond the
amoupt .authorized by Congress.

Last year limited C.I.A. ex-
penditures for the rebels to $24 million
in 1984 and prohibited any other direct
or indirect support when that money
ran out. Congress has refused to pro-
vide additional money requested by the
Adminjstration.

The House Select Committee on In-
telligence, however, has indicated that
it is-not satisfied with agency assur-
ances that it has remained within the
spending limit and is investigating how
the rebels have sustained their opera-
tions, lawmakers said. The rebels
claim to have more than 10,000 men
under arms in Nicaragua.

Committee members said contribu-
tions by private individuals and corpo-
rations in the United States may vio-
late the Neutrality Act, which bars pri-
vate support or .participation in mili-
tary expeditions against foreign-gov-

United States. Although relations be-

been strained, the two countries have
continued to exchange ambassadors
and are currently engaged in negotia-
tions to resolve their differences.
Diversion of Money Barred

In addition, there is concern in Con-
gress that monéy provided by other
governments could have been drawn

grams. The diversion of money or mili-
tary equipment to a third country with-
out the permission of the United States
is prohibited by the Arms Export Con-
trol Act and the Foreign Assistance
Act. T
Administration officials said Israel
and the other nations that have contrib-
uted money to the rebels have not di-
verted American assistance. Rather,
they said, the countries have helped the
rebels with their own money because
they have a common interest in com-
bating Communism and, in the case of
Israel:and Taiwan, hope to expand
commercial markets for their products
in Latin America. .
Qutside aid to the rebels became the

focus ‘of attention after two private | B

American citizens were killed Sept. 1
when their helicopter was shot down in
Nicaragua during a rebel air raid on a’
military training school in Santa Clara,
near the Honduran border. |

The two Americans, Dana H, Parker
Jr., a police detective from Huntsville,
Ala., and James Powell 3d, a part-time
flying instructor from Memphis, were
members of an Alabama-based vet-
erans group called Civilian Military
Assistance that has provided advice
and military equipment to the Nicara-
guan rebels and El Salvador’s armed
forces, according to group members
and Administration officials.

day that four senior Cuban military ad- -
visers were killed during the air attack
and that the training school served as ai
base for Cubans and Libyans. Nicara®
gua said the only people killed were
threeé children and a school cook and
that there were no Cubans or Libyans
at the site. o -
The Administration has denied any’
connection with the air attack or in-
volvernent in the participation of the
Americans, the first known American
casualties in the three-year-old Nicarsss
guan conflict. o - s
Mr. Calero and other rebel leaders:
said much of the private money It
in the United States has been channeled;
to the insurgents through the Human,,
Development Foundation Inc. iy
Miami. . Lo
- The foundation has solicited dona-:
tions in recent ‘months in newspapep,
advertisements around the country. An:j
advertisement in The New York Times a
this summer said, ‘“The Victims of -
Communist Dominated Nicaragua;
Need Your Help.” It appealed for con: z,
tributions to aid **200,000 Nicaraguansi,
who “have fled their country to escape;;
the ruthless Sandinista regime.” . na
Rebel leaders said the foundation iss
actually a Panamanian corporation..
The Miami address listed in the news.?,
paper advertisements for the founda<~
tion is a mailbox at a downtown offices
building at 444 Brickell Avenue. - ' D
The foundation, according to thes
rebel leaders, was one of a number of v
such organizations established to allow..
individuals and private corporations to !
make donations to the rebels for refus:o
gee assistance. This system, which the ¢
leaders said was modeled - on C.LA.
money-handling petworks, was de.
signed to protect donors from possible
violations of the Neutrality Act. 2%
-They said that some of the money, "
does go to aid refugees. ““Many Nica: -’;
guan refugees in Honduras are rela: "
tives of our fighters and by helping mé‘,E
families we help our cause,” a rebel’ p
representative said.. ae et
“There is another Human Develops,
ment Foundation in Florida, baséd in.
West Palm Beach. Its executive direg,,,

{tor, the Rev. William H. Kelley 3_1'».,_;

said it was a nonprofit, charitible of:
anization that has been in exiStence ..
since 1971 and is registered with stafg,,
and Federal authorities. “They prob-
ably used our name to give themuselves,,,
legitimacy,” he said. . = e
Rebel leaders said contributions,
from foreign governments had been .
sought since their operations began in,,
1981. Before the United States became, ;
involved in aiding the rebels, Argentiay,
na, and to a lesser extent Vehezuela, ]
were the main contributers, according,/
to Administration officials. o
Israel, they said, becale involved.
last year when it made large eontribu-;
tions of Soviet weapons seized from the,
Palestine Liberation OrganiZation dur.,

- Administration officials said on Fri-

wyT

ing the 1982 Israeli invasion of Leba;
non. . eIV i smetrit ] Yot
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